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his sentiments to Mr, Macpherson and Mr. Stables and informed them
that even in case an appointment of him to the Government General
should be sent out and be received here before his departure (an event
however notwithstanding the public rumour) which he thought very
improbable, considering the recent orders from home to the Government
of Fort St. George, it was his intention not to remain in India.
3rd That, from whatever circumstances, His Lordship's original
reasons for quitting India had acquired on the late occasion a greater
force or influence on his conduct, still as those circumstances were not
explained by His Lordship to the Board it only remained with them to
follow the line which they have observed.
4th That after the Board had, without loss of time and officially,
communicated to His Lordship the Company's letter of the loth of March,
and after the private knowledge which they had of His Lordship's inten-
tions to quit India, the most respectful conduct which the Board could
observe towards His Lordship was to wait silently for his final determi-
nation after he had maturely considered the letter from the Court of
Directors of the loth of March, nor do the Board imagine that their
Honourable employers would approve of any unnecessary discussion of
the letter of the loth of March in Council".
19. It is proper to inform you, in this place, that Mr. Stables gave
it as his opinion that there was no occasion for coming to any resolutions
upon the subject of Lord Macartney's letter.
50. The Ministers and Church Wardens at Fort St. George have
repeatedly applied to us for payment of the sum of 50,000 sicca rupees,
which we subscribed during the height of the war for
[...] August.           the maintenance and support of the distressed inhabi-
[,..] October 1782.     tants of that Residency, laboring under the dreadful
calamity of famine. "When the circumstances of the
wretched situation of these people were first made known to us and repre-
sented in a light requiring instant attention we felt the necessity of
contributing as much as possible to their relief, and as an encouragement
to individuals to subscribe the sum abovementioned was put down in the
Company's name; but private contributions to so laudable a purpose
shortly exceeded our expectations, these being remitted, as proper oppor-
tunities offered, by our Secretary in the manner desired by the Minister and
Church Wardens, seemed to render any further aid on our part unneces-
sary, besides the free tonnage which we gave for 500 bags of rice in each
of your ships sent there, and our funds were so exhausted and our
exigencies for the public service so great that we had it not in our power,
at that time, to make such an extra disbursement for what appeared only
a secondary object. The distress of the poor at
igth April 1784. Madras afterwards subsiding it was not till the 24th
7th October 178*. February 1784 that the Minister and Church Wardens
addressed us, requesting that the subscription on the
part of the Company should be paid, Such a payment not appearing there